


WRITING THE PLAY

The creative process for writing a Summer Scholars Onstage show is a gossamer
thing. I'm never quite sure how it works, and this 1s my 21st year through this, out of
the four plus decade history of the camp. Mysterious though it is, the process always
begins with nothing more than blank paper, scented magic marker, and the brain
power of our writers. They throw out ideas for me to catch and write down on giant
easel pages, in shades of blueberry ink. They can be character, plot, setting, or theme
ideas, as any one of these can tell you the other three you’ll need. Some ideas are
immediately stronger than others. We may even stop down to discuss possibilities of
a given one. We spent at least an hour on artificial intelligence as a possible theme
before seeing something shinier down the list. After 54 ideas, the writers agreed we
had enough and it was time to start whittling them down, with me erying “Yay or

nav?” as I crossed them out in cherry red.

Looking back on our brainstorming pages, the ingredients that became this year’s
show are all right there. Battle of the Bands/beefing musicians turned up at #3 and
factors into two different acts (though vou may not immediately know it). A perennial
rejected idea, Pregnant Pirate, turned up at #5 and refused to go away. Space Travel
popped up at 29, Medieval at #14 and its complimentary idea, Jester Knights, at £17.
Oddly, Pirates vs. Cowboys (#48) was rejected and crossed out in red at first pass, but
later snuck back in to become Act ITI's base theme. However, it was the idea of
staging a family curse across three acts (£46) that finally gave us the foundation atop
which the rest of the play was constructed.

We sent writers into rooms with a basic outline of each act, but these were largely
ignored in favor of new and even more creative ideas in the room. The script evolved.
The music writers soon joined the process, and crafted brilliant songs that were key
to telling each act’s story.

That is the beauty of Summer Scholars Onstage. We start with blank paper... a week
later we have an original three-act musical comedy. We've been told this is
impossible. We just don’t tell the campers that, and they write it anyway.

—Eric Fritzius, Script Coordinator




A NOTE FROM THE CAMP DIRECTOR

Welcome to the 4224 production of Summer Scholars On Stage. For those of you
who are veteran fans or alumni of camp, thank yvou for your continued support
and encouragement. This year, 16 campers, led by script writing, music
composing, technical, and residence hall staff, wrote the seript and original music
for Curses!. A cast of 42 campers from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana,
Michigan, Mississippi, Virginia, and Texas have rehearsed for the last two weeks
to bring you this performance. From song, dance, drama, and more, these
campers have worked very hard with an exceptional staff to accomplish this task.
The staff and the students are an amazing group of creative and talented young
artists. Enjoy the show!

Joe Ray Underwood

Camp Director

A NOTE FROM THE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Every year I think this is it, this is the best group of kids I've ever seen. I've never
felt this more than this year. All of the campers and staff members have put a
tremendous effort into this show. I am so proud of everyone involved and they all
have a special place in my heart. Thank you, parents and family, for your support
and for trusting me with your children. It's been an honor to be their camp mom
throughout this process. I hope you enjoy the show!
Leah Wright
Program Director/Head Counselor

Videography and flash photography are strictly prohibited during the show. It is
distracting for both performers and attendees. A video of the performance will be
available for purchase later this sunumner.




ACT I—Jest One of Those Kmghts

Cast, in order of appearance:

EIIVG CRISPIIN...c.cccccevecsnrsmcsemsssssssresemsssssssrssemnssassensansass e s ss s eamsamnssssssessamsanssssnns Sophie Haug
GARLIT .o cceeecrsecensscsess s ssassmmessssreers e sassaeern e s e s e e e raasamme st s sanemmessssrsennnes Cedar Underwood
ALTSTER ...t ce s e s seeresssssss s s s sss s sass s s s s s arassssssssnsesssesanssesessassessnnns Anthony Kirkland
LI Sam Staggers
CLOVERTHORIN......c..uiiiireceee s sssssesssssssssssssnssssssssssansesssssssnsansanssssssssssnsassssssnsas Zoey Fortuin
THISTLEHEALDD. ...ttt cetrsecesesssssssssssssssssssnsssssssssnsensessssssssnsansssssssensansnsrsssnes Piper Conrad
QUEEN ESMERALIDA. ... eieececrssrsssssesssassssrn s sssssssssansassesses sanssmmssssssrnssnes Phoebe Jones
g USRS Eylin Ellis
D TN AN, e cte e e s cesssmcess s sre s erseessassae s nesne s s s eran e e ane s b esanneammem s e s seeerseamsasranrsneannanss Parker Prince
HAGATHA. ..ot esrcssssss s e ssmnss s s sess s sa s e s senern e s sa s sasrnnamnessssssenenns Andrew Robertson
FIREBALL...ocotiieceeerenrrmsssssssssssnssmssssssrssssssssssssssessnsssnasssnssnsssssssnssnnsnnneneeeee e M0ZaAN Blalock
JUTLITTS ... et eermesme e smnemmsa e srseenee e saaseeern e aas e e rrneamesessannemsamseeas Kingston Hayes
00 S Coretta Powers
ELEANOR. ... cceeeeceiinceseecensensasassssrsseasnasssssssesnassssssneesnsssssssessrnsannessessreannnans Carissa Palmer

ACT I ORIGINAL SONGS

Haterade
Written by: Phoebe Jones, Keyvlon Mays-Moore, Maggie Pike, Paulina Roman
& Dezmond Williams
Performed by: Andrew Robertson (Solo); Carissa Palmer & Coretta Powers (Duet);
Megan Blalock & Kingston Hayes (Duet); Piper Conrad,
Zoey Fortuin, Sam Staggers & Cedar Underwood (Ensemble)
Loverade
Written by: Phoebe Jones, Keylon Mays-Moore, Maggie Pike, Paulina Roman
& Dezmond Williams
Performed by: Megan Blalock, Piper Conrad, Zoey Fortuin, Parker Prince,
Sam Staggers & Cedar Underwood (Solos); Kingston Hayes,
Carissa Palmer & Coretta Powers (Ensemble)
If Only They Knew
Written by: Phoebe Jones, Kevlon Mays-Moore & Dezmond Williams
Performed by: Phoebe Jones & Kylin Ellis




ACT II—Hoops & Harmomnies

Cast, in order of appearance:

SHAWNA RICHMOND ..ot eceeeccecensne s smsnsssssssssssssss s srssnsssssns sesennneeene il Dany Mercer
JOLENE RUTHERFORI....ccce e cecnversssssssssressnsssnssrnsssssssnsemseneesneenees ¥ dlayla Smith
FATIE. ... cesesassrssssssssassssrsssssssssnsessnnsssssssssnsnsssensnnsssssnnssssnnnnssessnsnansees W IVIAN Karges
STEPHAINIE.....coceeecccnsscssrissssssssssssssssssssssssnsnsessssesnsnnsees sesmessessnnneseneene Ml die Englert
MICHELLE.....cccicuiesmmeesseesseesrssssssssssssssssnnsasnmsessses sesssssssnassnsnsssnsesssnssrssessnssenses Bd @ RAAET
PEININY .o ivveersaasssessmmmensessrn s eransssssasssnssennnesnnmensrs nsnnasssnsesnanesensesmeennenenons L1182 INichols
THE BRIT ...t eeeeee e e eeee s meses s snasssanass s sansssnnssrsnenaennen - IBY10TL Mays-Moore
THE HATR.....cooececeeveecieeesmneseneessssnssssssssssasssnessmmsssnsesssssssssss snssssssnnssnnseeseneeens RANIET SMith
THE BAD BOY ..o crsssss s snsssssssn s s sss s snsssssnsssmmsssnsaesnsnaneennenne) 05180 Palmer
THE GOOFBALL....oo st cvsssnesnscsrssssssssn e ssssssnssssssssssssns srssrsnssssensasesnessnenns MIYTTO S€IE1
DORCAS BUFOR Do sssnssssssnsssssssssssesssns s snssnessnnsessnsneseenne o LAINAY Peterson
L SOOI [+ ¢ F=1 s B 4 1=
DJ LUNCHMONEY ..o ccvvesassvssssssssssssesssssssessnesnnseeeennneeens LENITY Hirshfeld
FACHTIING! o cvvecceeccee s s ersss s srsassne s sn e raas s ansnnaa s ssennmnnesrnseeernnseesranenneees W15 Baker

ACT I1 ORIGINAL SONGS

Set My Heart Aflame
- Written by: Dezmond Williams
- Performed by: Myrto Sergi (Solo); Ranier Smith, Keylon Mays-Moore
& Josiah Palmer (Ensemble)

Penny’s Ballad
- Written by: Paulina Roman
- Performed by: Emilee Nichols (Solo); Kate Rader, Maddie Englert
& Vivian Karges (Ensemble)
Lights Down, Music Up
- Written by: Phoebe Jones, Keylon Mays-Moore & Dezmond Williams
- Performed by: Miles Baker, Maddie Englert, Keylon Mays-Moore
& ACT II Ensemble




ACT III—Space Scoundrel Showdown

Cast. in order of appearance:

REDLEY MCLOVIN.....coieeeeeeeeeaeserrsnssesessssmssssssrsssaseesssssnnesaeenreneeee- LIBZINONA Williams
PAMELLA PETTY ..cciiiiiiieecescsssnrsessmssnssssssssssssssnssmssssssssssses e ennneeseeees RO DN Vieasley
ARBOW EINZO....coiiiirccemeesssrsesmsssssmssssssssssssessssmssnssssssssasseesnssnnsessssnnee s RAVAZ Mathews
SO ... eeecerieerrressrsessssssssrsssassssnasesrsnssssessnssessnssssnsasssssassersnessrnsnssenenneesees LALILE MOOTE
DOLLY SMITH....ccoosiceeeeieseersresnesrsssssssssessssnssnssessrssessessns e ennsen enne e 11518V BOUTgeois
JANICE COOEKE.....coiiiivirrresirsrsnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssnssssssessseeennn 2113 Beth Hirshfeld
BRANDY ZELINSEKL......cccccuerinvnessrsnessssssssssssssssssssssrsssssssssssssnssssssnssnneenes PAN1INA ROmMan
TINA GOODMAN ... e e s s e s e s e s snnes s snsnne s sne senne e AATTIE] 12 ROdgers
PAULY GEAHAM...... oo cens s smnnssnsssssnsnnssn snsansns s ssnnssssnnsssnrsnnensnenenens M2E 218 Pike
CAPTAIN HIGHWATER......oiieeirceeecevrrsessccresessssssssssssessrssnnsessssssnsessenes GA1EYTL Z11EZE
2 0 L0 R PRORRPRPOON < s s L-s ) 1 14111 114
MARTHA LEBLAINC ..o e ceevesvenseesrennesrrnes s s sane s snnsnssnssnsesnsneeennne e eeid DTINA Kauchak
SERENA FISCHER.....ciiicceeceeccsvssseirsnssnmsssssssssssssssenmsssesssssssses sensssmssesssssesees V013 VNSO

ACT III ORIGINAL SONGS

Roll Call
- Written by: Phoebe Jones, Keylon Mays-Moore, Maggie Pike, Paulina Roman
& Dezmond Williams
- Performed by: Ainsley Bourgeois, Calyn Sharp, Caitlyn Zuege, Robin Veasley
& Maggie Pike (Solos);
The Petty Crime Gang & the Cressvale Crew (Ensemble)
One True Love
- Written by: Phoebe Jones & Maggie Pike
- Performed by: Maggie Pike & Robin Veasley
Sunrise
- Written by: Phoebe Jones, Maggie Pike, Paulina Roman & Dezmond Williams
- Performed by: Parker Prince, Amelia Rodgers, Paulina Roman
Varayla Smith, Dezmond Williams & Full Cast




THE WRITERS

Script Coordinator: Eric Fritzins
ACT I—Jest One of Those Knights
- Act Leader: Grant Peterson
- Writing Assistant: Will Norris
- Writers: Sophie Haug, Anthony Kirkland & Carissa Palmer
ACT II—Hoops & Harmonies
- Act Leader: Sally Stafford
- Writing Assistant: Shelby Stafford
- Writers: Megan Blalock, Albany Mercer, Lindy Peterson
& Robin Veasley
ACT III—Space Scoundrel Showdown
- Act Leader: Jace Fve
- Writing Assistant: Javlon Ashford
- Writers: Kylin Ellis, Trinity Hirshfeld, Cedar Underwood
& Caithm Zuege




PRODUCTION & TECHNICAL STAFF

Production Staging DArector. ..o eecine e s vessesrssss s srssssssssssssssssssssns snsssssssssassessss IS LEE
Rehearsal Co-Iirectors.....cceeveeeeeeceeeeesnesesseeesneneneeened@aliall Blackwell & Savion St. John

Production Coordinator/Songwriting INSIIIctor.. ... eeecereeecsnsessmsseensnenenneee . 08 EVANS
Director of Music.......ccoevvieesnccrnessssssssnsssssses s snssssnsessneeeennnnJo@11Z1€ Claire Burchfield
Technical Director/Set Design/Light Design........ccccevvnnenvnsscnnssennnne. Patrick McFadyven
Technical Assistant/Sound Design/Sound Technician.......cccccceveeecenneceneee. Zak Mayo
Stage Manager/Scenic Desigll. . irerrreerrrseerrrssesrsrssssrsssserrssseeeness BllMa Crumpton
Pit Coordinator/Songwriting Instructor/Lead Musician........c.ccceervveeee. R¥an Bergman
Songwriting /Music INStIICTOr ... eecree s e cvresrsrssaesrsssssssesssnsassnresseensenenann 211518V Preston
Choreography.....ccocceeiiseirss s s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssrssnsennnen s 0N THe Shurden
Choreography/Makeup Desigh.....ccccoceeisemicesnicecnesinnneseseesesseseessmeeennen. BEIN HarTison

Props/Costume Designers .........cceeneee..Jaylon Ashford, Will Norris & Grant Peterson

PIT MUSICIANS

Alto Saxophone................Anna Beth Hirshfeld (ACT I & IT), Myrto Sergi (ACT I & III)
& LY = s | s 9 o) s =4 O e #2044
Celliiirinrrrirrsrsrrsrssssrssr s s ssrs s ass s srasasssras s srasensrenensasnessnnenne- VAN Bergman (Staff)
ClATINET. . vveccreseeseessrarsn sersss s er ssssenssrnmssssnessessrenssneneeeeeslo@0AT Uniderwood (ACT I & III)
DImm Set.. e ccessem e ssemssssnnmenee o 08 Evans (Staff) & Ranier Smith (ACT I & III)
FIUTR... coeecerveecrrveecsrass e rnessssnss s s snsssnns s ns e nsnesnsnsensnneen sneeenisOphie Haug (ACT IT & IIT)
GUILAT.....ceceveeeerenensanaeessnannsneeneen R¥AN Bergman (Staff) & Phoebe Jones (ACT II & III)
Kevboard........c.ccceevevvennceennnneenJ0s1ah Palmer (ACT III) & Paulina Roman (ACT I & IT)
Percussion....c.ceeeeneneeeeneesenneeeen] 08 Evans (Staff) & Keyvlon Mays-Moore (ACT I & IIT)
TrombOne. ... ssrssssssssr s ssssss ssssrasssssssessssessnennee. P1p@r Conrad (ACT IT & IIT)
Trumpet........ccceeernveeeenne. LTINITY Hirshfeld (ACT I & III) & Josiah Palmer (ACT I & III)
VIO e et ssssnsmrars s s srnmnssnnns srnsrmnssnnnnnsenennrennd ADTINA Kauchak (ACT I & IT)




CAMP STAFF

Camp DATeCtOr. . e ris e s ss s srse s snssnssessnesemneennnne o) 08 RAY Underwood
Program Director/Head Counselor........ccceevvivvicienescisccsnessnceesseseeessnennnnn. Leah Wright
BT T L = B =Tt () OSSO PUROPRRRUOROE.. 17 o B - & (el 1411 1s 4 L |
ASSOCIATE IHTBCTOT ..co e e e e e ree e sss s sraasss snsesnmneesnemeesnnesnsneeeennee ) O8] RUTherford
Director of Operations. ... errrssessssmsssnessssseessnsessssssrssessasssrssssssensenss Llllen Gerhart
GIrls’ Counselors.....ccoveciinseessnceiseesssseesrssne e sss svssssssssnsssnnenen LIZ JON@S & Sally Stafford
Boys’ Counselors.........ccccevveevcerecessneeceessssssssssvsseeenennnd avion Ashford & Jacob Jordan
Staff Assistants.......ccccceeeceeenmcesscessresnesesns cennneennn. 9202 Fye, Erin Harrison, Will Norris,

Grant Peterson, Ansley Preston, Sarah Rendon & Shelby Stafford
Graphic ATTiST. .. e esesee e cree s ssss s sssas s ses s s esnnneesnmessnnene e e e AV10TL Ashford
Photographer........cccceveiiiieinsicsssscssssssscessssesssssesssnne e LAZ JONI@S & Ainsley Bourgeois
JUTHOT COUNSRLOT. .. teeiveecrsrriecrssesesnessmmmresne s e sne e sreesrrse e s esnsssrsnassrsaeennne e LATISSA Palmer

SeNI0T TIEEITL c.vvevcieacrveesrnesenecensmeesnnnessrsn s e ersssssssasssssanssnsnensnseensnneeneec ANITHONY Kirkland

Staff Ensemble (Brown Eyed Girl by Van Morrison)

Emma Crumpton, Joe Evans,
Liz Jones, Jacob Jordan, Will Norris, Ansley Preston,
Sean Richmond, Joel Rutherford,
Joe Ray Underwood & Leah Wright




PATRONS AND SPONSORS

whose donations helped make this camp possible.

Leslie Bridges Braddock
Mark Castleberry
Kelvin Chen
Anne Cross
Alyson Doran
Four County Education Foundation
Leslie & Don Fye
Linda K. Hanna
Melissa Harrison
Elizabeth Hawkins
Everlyn & W.C. Johnson
Wanda Karges
Kris Lee
Lea Merkel

Sandra Price

Hillary Rendon
Jan Rhoades
Sean & Patricia Richmond
Don & Cathy Robertson
John & Kay Rodgers
Katrice Rutherford
Joel & Deborah Rutherford
David Shaw
Trinity Presbyterian Church
Joe Ray & Nancy Underwood
Robert Wayne Vincent
Debbie Wells
Turner Wingo

William Zuege

SPECIAL THANKS

Camp Volunteers
Four County Educational Foundation
Magnolia Business Systems
Mississippi Arts Commission

MSU Conference Housing Staft

MSU Office of Pre-College and
Opportunity Programs
MSU Television Center

Starkville Community Theatre

Trinity Presbyterian Church

University Screenprint
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Saturday matinee), long, long ago, during the final vears of the last century—
recorded by histonans as 1991-when a shy, young boy by the name of Knis Lee
took a very brave step for the very first time onto the very same stage that you see
m front of you now, as a first-year camper at OnStage! Summer Scholars. It was
the start of a lifelong romance not only with the camp (to which he would retum
every summes until 1993) but also with the world of theatre. It's a romance that
contimues to this day. And why shouldn’t 1f? Once you leam that magic is real,
and that theatre 15 where it lives, 1t’s rather hard to go do anything else™
- Kns Lee (Camper: 1991-1995; Production Director: 2008-2011; 2013-2024)

This year’s Summer Scholars OnStage! Hall of Fame honoree is Kris Lee. After experiencing
OnStage! as a camper and staff volunteer, he happily found himself returning once again, in 2008,
in the role of Production Director and is now in his fifteenth year as Production Director. In his life
outside of camp, it should hardly be surprising to learn that his other professional endeavors are
just as firmly rooted in creative work: on, for, and off the stage, wearing one hat as Kris Lee and a
second hat as T.EK. Lee. As Kris Lee, he has kept an active hand in theatre both as actor and
director and has been fortunate to receive a host of honors over the years from various
organizations, festivals, and professional affiliations across the state, the region, and the country.
As T.E. Lee, he is poet, playwright and professor, with award-winning work that crosses genre, and
has appeared in national and international publications, translated into Italian and French. His
growing list of writing credits includes prize-winning plays, such as On How To Accommodate
Marlo’s Frying Pan, Sindicafion, and Paper Thin, among others. He is also the author of two
acclaimed poetry collections (To Square a Circle; Scapegoaf) each having garnered high critical
praise and receiving multiple award nominations. He has been named a Eundora Welty Fellow and
a Tennessee Williams Scholar and is the past recipient of the coveted MAC Literary Artist
Fellowship for his play Bob and the Tree about American watercolorist Walter Anderson. He
proudly serves as tenured faculty in fwo nationally ranked MFA programs (Creative Writing;
Theatre Education) both at the historic Mississippi University for Women, in Columbus,
Mississippi. In no small measure, he credits OnStage! for the invaluable lessons the camp has
taught him on bringing your own story to life, and for this, he is forever grateful that camp found
him when it did...at just the right age for those lessons to stick.



